
THE REHABILITATION CENTER
OF THE NORTH

The Baruch Padeh Medical Center, Poriya

 Life-Changing Care



The Israeli government, in a historic decision, determined a rehabilitation center should be established 
at the Padeh-Poriya Medical Center.  Government Resolution 2262 of 8 January 2017 stated the 
project is at the highest priority level.

 Dear friends,
 
The establishment of a rehabilitation center for the north at the Padeh-Poriya 
Medical Center is an important strategic decision of the Israeli government as 
part of the national plan to strengthen the northern region, and a decision of 
tremendous impact to the State of Israel and to a million and a half residents of 
the North.
 
The Rehabilitation Center of the North will enable patients - children, 
adolescents, soldiers, adults, and the elderly, to turn the rehabilitation process 
into a positive and inspiring journey and to receive the best comprehensive 
professional care they deserve.
 
We are obligated to complete the project, which will significantly improve 
the health of the residents of Northern Israel, will become an academic 
and research focal point in the field of rehabilitation and will be a source of 
employment for hundreds of individuals in the region.
 
I invite you to take part in this mission of national importance that will 
dramatically change the lives of Israel’s northern citizens!
 
       
       Yours
       Dr. Erez Onn
       Director of Padeh-Poriya 
       Medical Center



The Rehabilitation Center of the North is of paramount 

national importance.  Its establishment is a milestone 

in the health map of the State of Israel in general and 

the periphery in particular.  The center will reduce 

disparities and inequality, will lead to a medical, social 

and economic revolution and change the reality for one 

million, three hundred thousand residents of the north.  

From dependency to freedom, from reliance on nursing 

to independence, and from helplessness to great hope.

Dr. Amitai Oberman,
Director, The Geriatric Rehabilitation Dept. 
Padeh-Poriya Medical Center.



Top quality rehabilitation services 
for residents of the north
The population of the Galilee and the Golan Heights, approximately 1.3 million residents suffer 
from a severe shortage of medical facilities and rehabilitation centers.  For them, being injured in 
a road accident, falling, or becoming ill with a serious disease means an abrupt halt of their daily 
routine followed by the need to make grueling and continuous journeys to rehabilitation centers 
located hundreds of miles from their home. Unfortunately, many of them give up, and suffer 
from loss of function, disability and upheaval that impinges on the family fabric.  Patients whose 
rehabilitation process has been made impossible due to distance, availability, and cost constraints 
may perpetuate their disability and thus remain unable to resume normal life.

One rehabilitation bed for 
every 50,000 residents 
compared to the national average: 
one bed for every 10,000 residents

One rehabilitation bed for 
every 3,200 elderly people 
compared to the national average: one 
bed for every 468 elderly people

 

No rehabilitation beds for 
children in the north.



Rehabilitation Center of the North - 

a life-changing step
The Government of Israel has recognized the national importance of establishing an advanced 
and multidisciplinary rehabilitation center - the first of its kind in the entire northern region.
 

A national strategic step
The establishment of a rehabilitation center in the north will change the lives of its residents and their children who 
need rehabilitation as a result of a congenital impairment or of an injury or illness - without being disconnected 
from their home and family.  The center will provide all the rehabilitation services they need, contribute to a 
reduction in morbidity and mortality rates and promote access to quality health, medical and rehabilitative services 
in the north.
 

A step towards regional prosperity
The Rehabilitation Center of the North at the Padeh-Poriya Medical Center will bring about unprecedented social 
and economic change in the area. The center will provide hundreds of jobs to the north’s residents and will attract 
physicians, nurses, physiotherapists, occupational therapists, speech therapists, social workers, psychologists and 
other professionals.  It will increase the rate of employment and strengthen the region medically, economically and 
socially.
 

A step forward in the promotion of teaching and research
The Rehabilitation Center of the North, in collaboration with the Bar Ilan University Faculty of Medicine in the 
Galilee, will serve as a national research center and will be a leading teaching and training center for various health 
professions.  As such, it will address the north’s shortage of professionals in general and geriatric and pediatric 
rehabilitation experts in particular.  The training center will be a magnet for people from all over the country 
who see their future in the rehabilitation professions, and for local and international specialists who will study, 
specialize and take part of conferences at the center 



Status of construction on site

מרכז 
שיקום 
לצפון



Advanced architectural 
design that supports the 
360° approach

Medical and rehabilitation 
equipment, some of the 
most advanced in the world

A friendly, culturally tailored, 
supportive and green 
rehabilitation and recovery 
environment.



Rehabilitation Center With a 
unique 360° therapeutic model 
Collaborative Team Environment
The Rehabilitation Center of the North at the Padeh-Poriya Medical Center has been designed 
according to a unique “360°collaborative work environment” model, enabling a holistic 
framework of care: the patient, the therapist and the treatment.  As part of this innovative 
approach, a comprehensive medical and rehabilitation solution will be provided in the inpatient 
department eliminating the need to move between different units, buildings and treatment areas.  

The purpose of this unique therapeutic model is to promote interdisciplinary teamwork for 
patients of all ages from the time of the severe injury to his or her return to their home with the 
best possible level of daily function. 
High quality care will be provided with the support of our top-notch acute care professionals, 
excellent medical and surgical departments/wards advanced imaging services and modern 
laboratories
 

162 hospital beds
The new center will include 162 inpatient beds and 18 outpatient beds in 5 departments: neurological, orthopedic, 
geriatric, pediatric, outpatient day-care in addition to cardio-pulmonary rehabilitation. Each of the departments will 
include the most advanced state-of-the- art equipment, spacious inpatient rooms and diverse treatment space that 
will offer patients everything needed to regain functional, purposeful and meaningful lives.
The rehabilitation center will include reinforced security wards assuring the continuation of the process even in 
emergency times. For additional training, recreation and well-being, the center will also offer a variety of outdoor 
rehabilitation equipment, comfortable and pleasant waiting as well as entertaining areas, green lawns, benches and 
paths.
 

Regional Center for Outpatient Rehabilitation Care 
The Rehabilitation Center of the North will be the major center for daily - outpatient rehabilitation care following hospital 
discharge. Patients will have accesses to a state-of-the-art hydrotherapy pool, physiotherapy gyms, occupational and speech 
therapy, cardio and pulmonary rehabilitation, virtual reality and a driving simulator. 

The most advanced technologies in the world
The design of the Rehabilitation Center of the North at Padeh-Poriya Medical Center was inspired by the world's leading 
rehabilitation centers. Advanced interdisciplinary models of care will be implemented in an innovative and unique approach - 
both at the medical-therapeutic level and at the engineering-architectural level, to reach each patient's potential for recovery.  
Care plans at the center will include the use of the most advanced technologies, such as: virtual reality, robotics, E-medicine, 
tele-rehabilitation and more.

Complete medical envelope
The Rehabilitation Center of the North will enable patients, children and adults alike, to turn the rehabilitation process into a 
positive and inspiring journey, receiving the best comprehensive professional care they deserve - without being disconnected 
from their family members and their natural environment.  Our approach to care will be culturally tailored to each and every 
patient.



Life Stories...

Chedvat Chen
A 14-year-old from a moshav in the North, 
enjoyed going to her youth movement, 
spending time with her family, playing 
with her friends, just like any other child of 
her age. But more than anything, Chedvat 
loved to dance.

On June 6, 2017, during a school field 
trip, her world turned upside down when 
she was hit by a falling rock causing 
her a severe head injury.  Chedvat was 
evacuated by a helicopter to a medical 
center. After a series of surgeries and 
treatments, the doctors recommended 
rehabilitation, something that is readily 
available to residents of the center of 
Israel. The lack of a rehabilitation center 
in the north of Israel forced Chedvat and 
her parents to stop their routine, leave 
their residence and move to the center of 
the country, which led to a difficult period 
of being disconnected from their family, 
friends, and home.

The Rehabilitation Center of  the North  
will be a life-changing step for Chedvat 
Chen , patients like her and their families’. 

Erez
A resident of the North, was a typical 
teenager. He played soccer, ran, loved 
gymnastics and was a good student. He 
was getting ready to go to the army. One 
day, during practice, he felt dizzy and 
fainted.
Erez was diagnosed with a brain tumor 
that required immediate surgery, after 
which his body ‘forgot’ how to function. 
He could not stand, walk, talk or get out 
of bed. He was sent to a rehabilitation 
hospital in Ra’anana, where, against all the 
odds, he learned to walk, speak and even 
completed 10 years of school education.

As a resident of the North of Israel, Erez is 
still forced to travel several times a week 
to the center for treatment. 

Jamal
75, is a Druze who lives in the north of 
Israel. He fought bravely in several Israeli 
wars and together with his wife raised 
three children. Three years ago, Jamal fell 
off a ladder at work, breaking his hip, leg, 
and arm, and fracturing his skull. Jamal 
could not afford the cost of rehabilitation 
care in the center of Israel and had to 
forgo treatment altogether.

Unfortunately, being a resident of the 
north of Israel had a negative impact 
on Jamal’s abilities to realize the full 
potential of his rehabilitation. 



Rehabilitation Center of the North
Partner with us in realizing the vision
We invite you to take part in building this national project, a life-changing step for Israel’s northern citizens 
and for the State of Israel. We will be delighted to host you at the Padeh-Poriya Medical Center and 
introduce you to the development and construction of the Rehabilitation Center of the North complex. 
Together we can discuss options for collaboration in the future.

Construction Project Stage Planned 
Completion 

Cost 
(Million 
NIS)

Budget 
(existing funds/
to be raised)

En
tir

e 
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nt
er

Program-preparation & 
approval 

Completed 

20
Government fund-

ing 
110 

Initial & final planning Completed 
Prepping & publishing foun-
dation tender 

Completed 

Construction permit Completed 
Detailed planning and 
prepping installation/finals 
tender

Completed 

Concrete foundation & shell 
structure 
(entire building)

1/1/2022
100

Fundraising 
52

Ph
as

e 
A

(9
0 

be
ds

) Geriatric rehab. 36 beds
Neurologic/Orthopedic 36 beds
Pediatric rehab. 18 beds
Day care/outpatient  

Construction finals and sys-
tem installation Phase A

1/1/2023

150

Funds to be raised 
- phase A

126

End of construction, system 
check

1-2/2003

Phase A: Equipping and 
commissioning  

3/2023 18

Phase A 
total
288

Ph
as

e 
B

(7
2 

be
ds

)

Geriatric rehab. 36 beds
Neurologic/Orthopedic 36 beds
Hydrotherapy pool
Rehabilitation Training Center

Planning ? 10
System installation phase B ? 50
End of construction, system 
check

? 15

commissioning –phase B ?
Phase B 

total
75

Rehabilitation Center of the North – revised timeline/budget 



The Baruch Padeh Medical Center, Poriya 
D.N. Lower Galilee 15208 - Israel 


